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Angela Raiola-Donofrio, also known to 
locals as Big Ang, was born on June 30, 
1960 in New York City. She was known 
for her raspy masculine voice, busty 
figure, and enlarged lips. She was 
married to her husband Neil Murphy in 
2009. She had two children named 
Raquel and Anthony Donofrio. Before 
her appearance on VH1’s popular reality 
show Mob Wives, she was arrested and 
convicted for drug charges via her role 
in the narcotics operation in May 2001. 
In 2007, Angela opened her bar known 


as The Drunken Monkey in Staten 
Island, NY along with her cousin 
Sally-Ann Lombardi. Due to her past as 
a convicted felon, The Drunken Monkey 
was forced to shut down in 2015. She 
appeared in the second to the final sixth 
season of VH1’s reality show, Mob Wives. 
There was a Mob Wives spin-off which 
focuses on Big Ang’s life hence her 
name. In 2015 after the Drunken 
Monkey shut down, Angela was 
diagnosed with oral cancer, lung cancer, 
and throat cancer from decades of 


smoking. On February 18, 2016, Angela 
Raiola died from severe symptoms and 
complications from lung cancer and 
pneumonia. Before her death, she had a 
final interview with Mehmet 0z on the 
Dr. Oz show about her life affected by 
cancer. In Brooklyn's Basilica of Regina 
Pacis, Angela's funeral was held on 
February 22, 2016. 

Angela “Big Ang” Raiola will be 
remembered forever. 
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